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I. Introduction

Woldenberg Park and the Aquarium of the Americas

Port of New Orleans cargo facility

New Orleans and the River

New Orleans’ physical and cultural geography has been inexorably
linked to and defined by the Mississippi River. The River and its
commerce has nurtured the growth and prosperity of the city for
almost three centuries. New Orleans’ unique sense of place and
fascinating cultural heritage reflect this long-term exposure to
diverse cultural regions. For much of this time, the New Orleans
riverfront was primarily a maritime resource. However, fundamental
changes in maritime industry taking place over the last 20 years,
have resulted in major restructuring and consolidation of port
operations into areas that can accommodate contemporary industry
needs. As larger and improved facilities are constructed, older
wharves and warehouses along the riverfront became inactive and
gradually abandoned. This ongoing dynamic makes possible the
consideration of alternative, non-maritime uses for these
underutilized segments of the riverfront. This provides a
tremendous opportunity for transforming additional segments of the
New Orleans riverfront in a way that further advances the
residential quality of life and the city's economic development
potential.

The transformation of the obsolete industrial landscape along the
downtown segment of the Riverfront began in the late 1960's.
These changes gave the city some of its most treasured and unique
public spaces along the River’s edge: the Moonwalk promenade,
Spanish Plaza, and Woldenberg Park with the Aquarium of
Americas. The development of the World Trade Center, the Hilton
Hotel, the Riverwalk Shopping Mall, and Jax Brewery market place
added new opportunities for the public to access and experience
the River's edge. These commercial, cultural and recreational
faciliies are also contributing factors to the ever growing tourism
industry of the city.

Despite previous riverfront planning efforts, for the past several
decades development along New Orleans’ riverfront has
progressed in a fragmented way. Individual projects have been
pursued in a manner more or less isolated from one another.
During this time, development pressure along the riverfront has
continued to grow.

Today, New Orleans is in a position to further reclaim its river front.
With almost three miles of prime waterfront property having the
potential for redevelopment, the City has a unique opportunity o
partner with the Port of New Orleans and open up additional
segments of the riverfront for public use while maintaining a
maritime presence. Furthermore, the emergence of more than three
dozen riverfront projects attests to the need for a planned and
carefully guided redevelopment of this major public asset which is
also the determining factor for the economic future of the city. This
Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan is a starting point for realizing that
future.

Purpose of the Plan
Purpose and Scope of the Plan
The purpose of the Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan is to provide the
following:
1. Articulate a shared vision for future development of the
riverfront through a community-oriented planning process;
2. Recommend strategies that will guide riverfront development
projects toward realization of that vision; and
3. Ensure coordination and partnership among key stakeholders.

The Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan articulates the community’s vision
for a 25 mile long corridor, stretching along the river's edge from
parish line to parish line on both sides of the river, and
encompassing the adjacent industrial areas and neighborhoods.
The Plan highlights issues and opportunities for particular riverfront
segments and the adjacent neighborhoods in terms of land use and
zoning, transportation and access needs. It examines security and
environmental concerns, and discusses the issues of governance
and funding. The Plan further examines the adequacy of the current
zoning and development standards to determine if these tools will
support the stated goals of the Plan and the community vision for
the riverfront.

The Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan embraces planning ideas
developed over the course of several decades which are still
relevant either for the riverfront as a whole or for some of its distinct
segments. These, along with recent ideas and findings shaped
through an extensive public process, provide a basis for the
Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan. This vision then informs, and is
reflected in, the key goals and recommendations of the Plan.

The Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan is intended to provide a framework
for land use and investment decisions within the entire Plan area for
the next 20 years. However, the principal focus of the planning
effort for the immediate future will be on the central riverfront area
(Jackson Avenue to the Industrial Canal) due to the wealth of
redevelopment opportunities.
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