Public Notice Regarding Section 106 Review of Proposed Demolition of YWCA Building at
601 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway, New Orleans and Construction of a New Facility — Seeking
Public Comment

The high winds and heavy rains of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and the subsequent widespread
flooding damaged many buildings in Orleans Parish. In the aftermath of the hurricanes, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is issuing this public notice as a part of its
responsibilities under 36 CFR Part 800, the regulations implementing Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. This notice applies to activities carried out by the
Public Assistance (PA) program implemented under the authority of the Robert T. Stafford Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 88 5152-5206.

The YWCA of Greater New Orleans is requesting that FEMA provide funds for the demolition and
replacement of YWCA facilities located in New Orleans. This project will consolidate the functions
provided by the YWCA prior to the hurricanes at the Day Care Building, 601 S. Jefferson Davis
Parkway; the Classroom Building at 3433R Tulane Avenue; and a facility at 2132-34 Andry Street
into a new facility that will be constructed on the site at 601 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway.

The regulations at 36 CFR Part 800 require FEMA to identify if properties that may be affected by
the proposed demolition and replacement of the YWCA facilities are listed or eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places and to assess the effect that the proposed demolition and
replacement may have on historic properties. FEMA has determined that the Day Care Building,
601 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a
contributing structure to the Mid-City National Register Historic District. This building was
designed by Diboll, Kessels and Associates in 1941 as a garage for the American Beverage
Company, and was later modified to serve as the YWCA’s day care facility. FEMA, in
consultation with Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer, has determined that the buildings
located at 2132-34 Andry Street and 3433R Tulane Avenue are not eligible for listing in the
National Register. The building at 2132-34 Andry Street was demolished in 2007.

FEMA has initiated consultation to identify historic properties and seek ways to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate adverse effects to historic properties that may result from the demolition the YWCA Day
Care building at 601 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway and construction of a consolidated YWCA facility
on this site located in the Mid-City National Register Historic District. Any member of the public is
encouraged to provide views on how the project may affect historic properties and ways that these
effects may be avoided, minimized, or mitigated. Comments may be submitted to FEMA for a 15-
day period beginning on March 27, 2009 at www.crt.state.la.us/culturalassets/femal06 or by regular
mail.

Mailed comments should be sent to:

FEMA LA TRO

Historic Preservation

1250 Poydras Street, 14" Floor
New Orleans, LA 70113

If mailed, comments and requests must be physically received at this address by April 10, 2009.


http://www.crt.state.la.us/culturalassets/fema106
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Section 106 Review : Aerial View Location Map

Resource Name: YWCA of Greater New Orleans
Resource Address: 601 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway, New Orleans LA

Resource Coordinates: 29.575756 N; -90.055338 W
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Attachment A: Aerial photograph of block showing Area of Potential Effect
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Block Context Pictures

Seven-story
retirement home
at 3433 Tulane
Ave---the
classroom
building is in its
rear parking lot.

Three-story
building at the
corner of S.
Jefferson Davis
and Tulane next
to the YWCA
main building.
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